
 

 
 
 
 

           Thank you for requesting the validated English version of the CMPS-SF. Please note that it 

is supplied free of charge on the understanding that you will use it for personal and 

educational purposes only. Clinical trials and any other commercial use is subject to a 

separate licence which can be obtained from jacky.reid@newmetrica.com  

 

 

 

 

 
Guidance for use of the CMPS - SF 

 
The short form composite measure pain score (CMPS-SF) can be applied quickly and 

reliably in a clinical setting and has been designed as a clinical decision making tool which 

was developed for dogs in acute pain. It includes 30 descriptor options within 6 behavioural 

categories, including mobility. Within each category, the descriptors are ranked numerically 

according to their associated pain severity and the person carrying out the assessment 

chooses the descriptor within each category which best fits the dog's behaviour/condition. It 

is important to carry out the assessment procedure as described on the questionnaire, 

following the protocol closely. The pain score is the sum of the rank scores. The maximum 

score for the 6 categories is 24, or 20 if mobility is impossible to assess. The total CMPS-

SF score has been shown to be a useful indicator of analgesic requirement and the 

recommended analgesic intervention level is 6/24 or 5/20. 
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SHORT FORM OF THE GLASGOW COMPOSITE MEASURE PAIN SCALE 
 

 
 

A. Look at dog in Kennel 

Is the dog 
(i) 
Quiet 0 

Crying or whimpering 1 

Groaning 2 

Screaming 3 

 

 
(ii) 
Ignoring any wound or painful area 0 

Looking at wound or painful area 1 

Licking wound or painful area 2 

Rubbing wound or painful area 3 

Chewing wound or painful area. 4 
 

 
 

B. Put lead on dog and lead out of the 

kennel 

When the dog rises/walks is it? 

(iii) 
Normal 0 

Lame 1 

Slow or reluctant 2 

Stiff 3 

It refuses to move 4 

C. If it has a wound or painful area 

including abdomen, apply gentle 

pressure 2 inches round the site 

 

Does it? 

(iv) 
Do nothing 0 

Look round 1 

Flinch 2 

Growl or guard area 3 

Snap 4 

Cry 5 
 

D. Overall 

Is the dog? 

(v) 
Happy and content or happy and bouncy 0 

Quiet 1 

Indifferent or non-responsive to surroundings 2 

Nervous or anxious or fearful 3 

Depressed or non-responsive to stimulation 4 

 
Is the dog? 

(vi) 

Comfortable 0 

Unsettled 1 

Restless 2 

Hunched or tense 3 

Rigid 4 

 

Total Score (i+ii+iii+iv+v+vi) =    
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Dog’s name   
. 

Date / / Time 

Hospital Number    
 
Procedure or Condition   

In the sections below please circle the appropriate score in each list and sum these to give the total score 

In the case of spinal, pelvic or multiple limb fractures, or where assistance is required to 

aid locomotion do not carry out section B and proceed to C 

Please tick if this is the case then proceed to C 
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