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Updated	Vaccination	Guidelines	Launched	for	Breeders	and	Owners	
	

The	World	Small	Animal	Veterinary	Association	(WSAVA),	an	umbrella	organization	representing	

158,000	veterinarians	globally	through	96	member	associations,	has	updated	the	advice	on	

vaccination	it	offers	to	dog	and	cat	breeders	and	owners	to	address	current	debate	on	the	subject	

and	counter	some	of	the	misinformation	promulgated	online.	

	

The	Vaccination	Guidelines,	launched	by	the	WSAVA's	Global	Vaccination	Guidelines	Group	(VGG),	

include:	

• an	overview	of	the	major	vaccine-preventable	infectious	diseases	of	small	companion	animals	

• an	explanation	of	the	fundamentals	of	immune	response	and	the	immunological	principles	of	

vaccination	

• a	summary	of	the	current	debate	on	vaccination	and	the	rationale	behind	the	WSAVA's	new	

Guidelines	to	veterinarians	

• an	explanation	of	adverse	events	and	what	to	do	if	an	animal	is	suspected	to	be	suffering	a	

vaccine-induced	adverse	event.	

	

The	Guidelines	are	written	in	lay	terms	and	include	a	Glossary	of	Terms	and	images	to	aid	

understanding.	

	

The	WSAVA	VGG	first	issued	a	set	of	best	practice	Guidelines	on	vaccination	in	2007	to	help	

veterinarians	to	vaccinate	dogs	and	cats	in	a	standard	and	scientifically	justified	fashion.		Information	

for	owners	and	breeders	was	first	released	in	2010.	



The	WSAVA	VGG	has	now	launched	a	further	updated	version	of	both	sets	of	Guidelines,	taking	into	

account	current	scientific	knowledge	and	with	the	expertise	and	support	of	internationally	

recognized	experts	in	small	animal	microbiology,	immunology	and	vaccinology.		They	are	available	

for	free	download	at	http://www.wsava.org/educational/vaccination-guidelines-group.			The	project	

has	been	supported	exclusively	by	MSD	Animal	Health.	

	

Professor	Michael	Day,	Chair	of	the	VGG,	says:	"Owners	and	breeders	will be	aware	of	prominent	

media	exposure		given	to	the	practice	of	vaccination	in	human	and	animal	populations	in	the	past	

two	decades,	much	of	which	has	focussed	on	the	rare	instances	of	adverse	events	that	might	follow	

the	administration	of	vaccines	to	people	or	animals.		

	

"The	medical	and	veterinary	professions	have	devoted	considerable	effort	to	addressing	vaccination	

issues	and	developing	protocols	for	the	administration	of	these	products	that	increase	safety	and	

minimize	the	already	low	risks	associated	with	vaccination.			We	understand	that	high	quality	

scientific	information	related	to	the	practice	of	small	animal	vaccination	is	often	not	easily	accessible	

to	owners	and	are	concerned	at	the	volume	of	inaccurate	information	available	online	from	groups	

lacking	scientific	credibility."	

	

He	continued:		"Our	Guidelines	address	this	issue,	providing	a	concise	summary	which	is	specifically	

tailored	to	the	needs	of	owners	and	breeders.		Infectious	diseases	have	not	disappeared	and,	even	in	

developed	nations	with	good	vaccination	programmes,	we	continue	to	see	localized	outbreaks	of	

infection	and	disease.		We	urge	owners	and	breeders	to	consider	our	Guidelines	in	order	to	

maximise	the	welfare	of	our	small	companion	animals."	
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