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The year 2020 started pretty routinely for
the OH Committee with committee member
Dr. Colin Burrows chairing our WSAVA track
at the VMX meeting with presentations by
Drs. Lappin, Melinda Merck and Susan Little
(the cat one!) presenting on One Health
topics. 

By March, it was clear that we are all going
to get to take part in a global pandemic,
which led to members of the One Health
Committee and the Scientific Committee
joining together to start the COVID-19 -
Advice and Resources page. We call the
postings "eshots" and thanks to Michael
Day, Mary Marcondes, Casey Barton
Behravesh, Peter Karczmar and many
others for their support in publishing these
updates for our members. 

The OH certificate course continued to
have new modules entered into the system
col.st/WSAVAOneHealth with the total
course development expected to end in
2020 with the first certificates granted by
WSAVA Poland 2021. 

Members provided a number of seminars
over the course of 2020, predominantly on
SARS-CoV-2. One great example was the
WSAVA webinar presented in September
with sponsorship by MSD. Drs. Lappin,
Karczmar, and Squires (Vaccination
Guidelines Committee) presented on "The
impact of COVID-19 on your patients and
staff: an update." Dr. Lappin represented
the WSAVA OH committee on multiple other
seminars on the topic including meetings
from Purina Pet Care, Hills Pet Nutrition
and to member countries including Egypt. 

Overview of
activities in 2020
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Dr. Lappin also represented the team on the
COVID Council, a group providing SARS-
CoV-2 updates to lay people. One of those
webinars in 2020 had over 500,000 views.
While locked away, we continued
development on the planned WSAVA
Zoonoses Guidelines, slated for publication
in 2021. We plan to couple that work with a
bedside "app" on small companion animal
zoonoses to be used by both primary care
physicians and veterinarians. 

We started the development of a course on
"Domestic Violence" as it relates to pets
and pet owners as a One Health issue, led
by Dr. Melina Merck. 

We planned a workshop to precede the
WSAVA Poland meeting. The "Drug Disco"
work on drug development in Comparative
Oncology led by Dr. Khanna and Dr. Eward
continued to garner interest in the
veterinary profession.  

Sadly, we lost our first OH Committee Chair,
Dr. Michael Day, in 2020. Dr. Day was an
amazing person and the members of the
committee are honored to continue building
on his One Health dream in 2020 and
beyond. 

https://wsava.org/news/highlighted-news/the-new-coronavirus-and-companion-animals-advice-for-wsava-members/
https://wsava.org/news/committees/wsava-supported-oncology-manuscript-highlights-the-benefits-to-humans-and-dogs-of-collaboration-between-the-pharmaceutical-and-biotech-industries-in-drug-development/
https://wsava.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/WSAVA-Pays-Tribute-to-Emeritus-Professor-Michael-Day.pdf


The OH Committee plans to continue all of
our COVID-19 activities as started in 2020.
We look forward to continuing to explore
Domestic Violence as a One Health issue,
lead by Dr. Melinda Merck. We expect to
award the first One Health Certificates and
continue to update the content. We hope to
launch both the WSAVA Zoonoses
Guidelines and our bedside app.

Plans and priorities
for 2021
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