
 

Recipient of 2022 WSAVA Future Leader Award Announced 

Dr Muhammad Hasan Mahrous, an Egyptian veterinarian who qualified in 2018 and works at a veterinary clinic 

in Dubai, is to receive the 2021 WSAVA Future Leader Award in recognition of his contribution to association 

building in his home country and to increasing access to continuing education (CE) for Egyptian veterinarians. 

While a veterinary student, Dr Mahrous set up the Egyptian Chapter of the International Veterinary Students 

Association (IVSA). A not-for-profit association, IVSA aims to benefit animals and people by harnessing the 

potential and dedication of veterinary students to promote the international application of veterinary skills, 

education and knowledge.   

On qualification, Dr Mahrous helped to found the Egyptian Small Animal Veterinary Association (ESAVA), the 

first association for companion animal veterinarians in the country.  ESAVA joined the WSAVA in 2020 in order 

to take its place in the global veterinary community and support the development of companion animal practice 

in Egypt. 

Commenting on receiving the Award, Dr Mahrous said: “I am always inspired by the Thomas Jefferson quote – 

‘If you want something you have never had, you must be willing to do something you have never done’.  I am 

honored to receive this Award.” 

Dr Geeta Saini, Chair of the WSAVA Leadership and Nomination Committee, added: “The WSAVA is a firm 

believer in the importance of associations to support and connect veterinarians and to promote education and 

best practice standards. 

“Dr Mahrous’ work as a student to launch the Egyptian Chapter of IVSA has enriched the experience of all 

veterinary students in Egypt as they are able to participate in the meetings, exchanges and other educational 

opportunities offered by IVSA to its members. 

“He should also be very proud of the creation of ESAVA which is helping companion animal veterinarians in 

Egypt to work together to develop the profession and we are delighted to have welcomed them into the 

WSAVA family.” 

http://www.wsava.org/


The WSAVA Future Leader Award acknowledges the work of a veterinarian who graduated within the last ten 

years and who has contributed significantly to the betterment of companion animals, the veterinary profession 

and society at large.  The Award is generously supported by the Purina Institute, a Diamond Partner of the 

WSAVA. 

Dr Natalia Wagemans, Head of the Purina Institute, said: “The Purina Institute is proud to be a WSAVA  

Educational Partner. We work together to connect the most innovative minds in pet health to advance the pet-

related nutrition agenda globally.” 

As the winner of the 2022 WSAVA Future Leader Award, Dr Mahrous will receive an engraved plaque and a 

WSAVA certificate during this year’s WSAVA World Congress which takes place in Lima, Peru from 29-31 

October.  Candidates for the WSAVA Future Leader Award can come from any country and must meet a range 

of criteria, including: 

• Have graduated within the past ten years 

• Be active in continuing education 

• Have a strong record in community service  

The WSAVA represents more than 200,000 veterinarians worldwide through its 115 member associations and 

works to enhance standards of clinical care for companion animals. Its core activities include the development 

of WSAVA Global Guidelines in key areas of veterinary practice, including pain management, nutrition and 

vaccination, together with lobbying on important issues affecting companion animal care worldwide. WSAVA 

World Congress brings together globally respected experts to offer cutting edge thinking on all aspects of 

companion animal veterinary care.   

More information on the WSAVA Future Leader Award is available here: 

https://wsava.org/about/awards/wsava-future-leader-award/ 

Note to editors: 

The Purina Institute serves as the global voice of Purina’s science, representing more than 500 scientists and 

pet care experts and is responsible for sharing groundbreaking research and providing objective, fact-based 

information sourced from the wider scientific domain. Through partnerships and collaboration with global 

thought leaders such as WSAVA, the Purina Institute helps facilitate the exchange of knowledge through 

events and programs, with the goal of putting nutrition at the forefront of pet health discussions. 

For further information, please contact: 

Rebecca George, George PR 
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