
Unavailability of opioids compromises 
acute pain management and animal welfare.

Availability of Veterinary Medicines
A Global Issue

The lack of specific
medicines:

compromises animal
welfare 
prevents veterinarians
from providing
minimum standards of
care  
leads to veterinarians’
compassion fatigue

WSAVA Therapeutics
Committee published the
List of Essential Medicines
for cats and dogs which
includes core and
complimentary medicines
required for management 
of the most important
diseases while maintaining
minimum standards of care.

To better quantify this problem the WSAVA Therapeutics Committee cunducted 
the global survey on the availability of core essential medicines. 
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Where to go from there?

To develop an action plan and roadmap 
to increase awareness, provide
solutions, and lobby for change.
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There is  a discrepancy 
in drug availability between 

developed and developing countries.
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